
BCStudent
Outcomes
Shaping Post-Secondary Education

Every year, BC Student Outcomes collects feedback from former students 

who took post-secondary programs. Student feedback is essential to 

maintain quality and relevance in the education system. 
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In last year's survey, baccalaureate graduates reported similar 

labour force and employment rates.  
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Most former students surveyed rated the quality of instruction very 

good or good. 

 

 

Many former associate degree, diploma, and certificate students 
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In last year's survey, diploma and certificate graduates reported 

lower unemployment rates.  

 
Note:��Data��are��from��the��2019��BC��Student��Outcomes��Survey��of��Diploma,��Associate��
Degree,��and��Certificate��Students.��

Employment outcomes for graduates of diploma and certificate 

programs were good: most respondents were working in an 

education-related, employer-paid, permanent position, typically 

full-time. Approximately 4 percent were self-employed. 

 
Notes:��Percentages��are��based��on��employed��graduates��of��diploma��and��certificate��
programs��only.��Full�rtime��employment��is��30��or��more��hours��per��week.��The��percentages��
for��education�rrelated��job��are��of��those��who��said��their��job��was��very��or��somewhat��
related.��
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Most��of��the��employed��
diploma��and��certificate��
graduates��worked��in��a��
permanent,��full�rtime��
position��in��a��field��that��was��
related��to��their��
educational��program.��
��

2019��Employment��
Outcomes��

The��2019��and��2020��
employment��outcomes��
differed��slightly.����
��
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The median hourly wage for diploma and certificate graduates who 

were employed full-time was $24.00; for those employed part-time, 

it was $21.88. 

Notes:��Amounts��are��medians,��based��on��employed��graduates��of��diploma��and��certificate��
programs��only.��Full�rtime��employment��is��30��or��more��hours��per��week.��

A large majority of diploma and certificate graduates (87 percent 

and 90 percent, respectively) said the knowledge and skills they 

gained from their training were very useful or somewhat useful in 

the performance of their jobs. 

Notes:��Percentages��are��based��on��employed��
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A majority of the former trades students rated certain aspects of 

their programs very good or good.  

 
Note:��Percentages��are��of��respondents��who��said��the��selected��aspect��of��their��education��
was��very��good��or��good,��based��on��those��who��gave��a��rating��on��a��five�rpoint��scale��from��
very��good��to��very��poor,��excluding��those��who��said��not��applicable.��

Likewise, there were aspects of their training courses that got 

very good or good ratings. In particular, former trades foundation 

students gave favourable ratings to their program courses• coverage 

of topics relevant to their fields. 

 
Note:��Percentages��are��of��respondents��who��said��the��selected��aspect��of��their��education��
was��very��good��or��good,��based��on��those��who��gave��a��rating��on��a��five�rpoint��scale��from��
very��good��to��very��poor,��excluding��those��who��said��not��applicable.��



Trades��Students��

THE��2020��HIGHLIGHTS��| ��Page��22��of��27��

Most (93 percent) of the trades survey respondents were 

very satisfied or satisfied
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Notes:��Amounts��are��medians,��based��on��employed��respondents.��Full�rtime��employment��
is��30��or��more��hours��per��week.��

Most employed trades respondents (apprenticeship: 94 percent; 

trades foundation: 89 percent; trades-related vocational: 90 

percent) said that the knowledge and skills they gained from their 

training were very useful or somewhat useful in the performance of 

their jobs.  

 
Notes:��Percentages��are��based��on��employed��respondents.����
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